James Smith – My working holiday at Weingut Staffelter Hof, Kröv
Work

I’ve been here for about 6 months now. I arrived in early September and began almost immediately with the harvest. I must admit, even here, that it was hard work. The thing about the harvest was that the grapes needed to be picked and quite often the ripening of the grapes didn’t coincide with national holidays. But outweighing that by far was the amount of activity going on around that time. The house was literally full. New Zealanders, an Irishman, an Englishman (that would be me) and a few Germans of course gave everything a really international feel. We were always going out somewhere, doing something, the weather was amazing and the food was always great. I wouldn’t be surprised if this didn’t turn into your surprise highlight.
After that, I did a bit of everything that you can imagine goes on in a Winery. Labelling, bottling, helping to serve meals, a bit of pruning, etc. I programmed the new website which you can visit at www.staffelter-hof.de. When I was here there was a lot of office/computer work to be done. It might not be the same when you come but if you have a particular office work inclination there will probably be something to do. 

Granted, not every job is easy and some can get a little tiring but what I found is that as soon as a job starts to get a bit boring, I’m already doing something else. Really, there are so many different things to do. If there is something that you don’t enjoy, just say so (see the ‘family’ section  for how nice the folks here are).
The Family

What could I possibly say here? In the 6 months that I have been here, the guys here have become just that, Family. Gerd and Gundi are just lovely people. They’ll make you feel right at home as soon as you arrive. Likewise, Jan and Rita have taken me to some lovely places and have always gone out of their way to make me feel welcome and enjoy myself. I really am grateful. Finn, Ernst, Silke and the boys always liven the whole place up when they come to visit. If you’re a musician of any sort, be sure to let Ernst know. Being with such a great family has made it so much easier and enjoyable to adapt to life in another country and learn German.  
Memorable experiences

Karneval, Kappensitzung and Kölsche Owend 

These are all great events and festivals in Kröv. Karneval is a really exciting time in all of Rheinland Pfalz. There are always so many things going on around this time including festivals, street processions, giant parties and discos. The Kappensitzung and Kölsche Owend are shows which are written and performed by local people. It was really great to see the whole village together and having so much fun. The community spirit is truly alive and well in Kröv.
City tour
Along with Daniel and Baptiste, two guys I met here, I did a tour of a lot of the big cities in the area including Frankfurt, Cologne, Mainz and Koblenz. I would really recommend doing this. In short, it was a great laugh.
Dresden and Düsseldorf

I got the opportunity to visit these cities with the winery. Both were amazing. In Dresden we visited the brand new Old City (the majority of the buildings were destroyed in the war) and had a night out in the New quarter. Dresden was a really young, living city and is well worth a visit.

Düsseldorf was just great. I was there to visit the ProWein exhibition; one of the biggest wine shows in the world. I spent St. Patricks Day night on the huge row of bars and pubs, accurately named ‘Die längste Theke der Welt’. There is also great shopping in Düsseldorf. This is the place for your Hugo Boss and Joop. My budget doesn’t quite stretch that far, but I managed a pair of jeans.
Of course I was only here for one half of the year, and some of the things I do were one off – but I hope that will give you an idea of what’s possible during your stay.
What to bring

Along with your usual stuff and clothes:
Boots – for harvest and general use.
An old warm coat– again, for harvest. It’ll be cold in the mornings and you’ll be glad of it.

Old trainers 

Suncream and lip balm
I’m sure I’ve forgotten something or another but you’ll be able to get most things here if worst comes to worst.

What to do when you’re here
Fraternise with the locals! They’re a lovely bunch and will invite you to all sorts of things.

Practise your German. You’ll probably never have a better opportunity to develop it than here.

Don’t, under any circumstances, visit or think about visiting ‘Exclusiv’. You’ll see what I mean. I’d recommend ‘Barfly’. 

Take the opportunities to see Germany. I managed to do a tour of a lot of the cities in the area with a couple of friends that I met here. You might also be able to visit a city with Jan at some point; believe me, you’ll have fun.
If you have any questions, feel free to e-mail me at  thekonztranata@hotmail.co.uk (
